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‘Our vision for Drayton Parslow in 2038 is that it will remain a thriving rural 
community where its distinctive atmosphere is conserved and enhanced, 

to ensure that the community will have the freedom to grow and develop in 
accordance with local needs, sustainability and resources‘ 

Vision

OBJECTIVE POLICY
Conserve the character of the village for future 
generations by carefully managing change and 
protecting the surrounding countryside

DP 1, 2, 3, 5, 6

Existing community facilities within the parish will be 
protected to help retain its sense of community

DP 4

Influence the types and size of housing so that they 
meet the needs of the village

DP 1 and 2

Encourage younger people to settle in the village DP 1 and 4

Encourage provision for older members of the 
community the option to down-size

DP 1 and 4

Drayton Parslow Gateway
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Drayton Parslow is an old village.  It was certainly here in 1086 when it appeared in 
the Doomsday Book and had a recorded population of just 15 people.  The ‘Parslow’ 
element of the village’s name is a corruption of the name of an early Norman lord of 
the manor. 

The original settlement was probably situated in the area around the 14th century 
Holy Trinity church.  At some point a satellite settlement sprang up further down the 
hill around what is now the junction of Main Road and Highway and became known 
as Lower End, whilst the top end of the village became known as Hog End or, more 
recently, Church End. 

About Drayton Parslow Parish 

Drayton Parslow Church and Rectory

Until the Victorian era the vast majority of the villagers worked on 
farms or small holdings within the parish or ran businesses which 
supported those agricultural workers and the pattern of village 
life changed little from one generation to the next.

There was little in the way of large scale industrial activity in the 
village over the centuries, but during the 17th and 18th centuries a 
bell foundry flourished on the site of what is now Bell Close.  The 
foundry, run by various members of the Chandler family, supplied 
many fine bells to local churches and to churches further away.  
Until Bell Close was developed, pieces of slag iron could still be 
found on the ground there.  Indeed, it should be noted that the 
Holy Trinity’s Sanctus bell is a Chandler bell. 
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During the Victorian era more villagers began to work away from the village and 
agriculture.  Many villagers found work on the railway at Bletchley.  By the beginning of 
the Second World War this move away from agricultural work had gained pace with 
many of the 300 or so inhabitants employed at the brickworks in Newton Longville or 
on the railway.  During the Second World War ‘The Camp’ was established at the lower 
end of the village around the area where Prospect Close now stands.  It was built as an 
extension to the famous code breaking centre at Bletchley Park, but it was also used as 
a prisoner of war camp, a hostel for displaced persons and, after the war, as a hostel for 
workers from the brickworks and as a training centre for the Post Office.

The Modern Village 
A large number of houses have been built 
in the village over the last 60 years and 
the village today has over 600 inhabitants.  
The majority of the new properties have 
been built to the south east of the village 
with the development of North Close, Bell 
Close and New Road and along Main 
Road.  Very few villagers now work in 
agriculture, instead, most adults commute 
to jobs in Milton Keynes, Aylesbury and 
London.  There is little employment within 
the village, just a handful of businesses, 
including farming and equestrian 
businesses. Although the number of farms 
has reduced since the Second World War 
and the type of agriculture has changed 
significantly, the agricultural activity and 
the equestrian businesses have ensured 
that the village has retained its rural setting 
and largely rural character.

New Houses Stones Way

Modern Village
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The village has a number of facilities which are highly valued and are the focus of much 
of the community activities in the village.  These include: The Three Horseshoes Public 
House, Holy Trinity church, the Baptist Chapel, Greenacre Hall, the Sports and Social 
Club, and a recreation field with playground, multi-use games area (MUGA) and cricket 
pitch. 

Education from Reception to Year 2 is provided by the village school. It is worth noting 
that the school was saved from almost certain closure by the community effort to 
combine the three village schools of Mursley, Swanbourne and Drayton Parslow. This 
served to provide sufficient numbers of children to ensure the sustainability and future of 
the school - which has since thrived.

The village also contains a number of allotments which are in high demand.

Drayton Parslow School

Allotments
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The Built Environment and its Landscape Setting

The village is situated on the north-eastern slope of a low hill and 
on the highest point of the hill sits Holy Trinity church providing 
the most prominent landmark.  The area around the church and 
The Old Rectory, along with the area around the allotments at 
Church End (including Manor Farm and Kingsland Farm), the 
triangular area bounded by the War Memorial, the pub and 5-15 
Main Road, and the area between the Recreation Ground and 
the Victorian house known as The Lodge make the strongest 
contribution to the built character of the village. This is defined by 
natural growth following the Main Road down from the Church 
and Manor Farm. The only significant development away from 
the main road starts with the development of the old bell foundry 
site and following the ridge along Kingsland Farm. The fields 
surrounding the built area soften the impact of the development 
on the surrounding countryside.  As a result the village is generally 
only glimpsed among the trees, however there are significant 
views into the village from the north, east and south.

The vast majority of dwellings are two 
storey houses although there are some 
bungalows, a few older three storey 
houses and a small block of flats. Most 
of the building are faced in brick with 
pitched roofs of slate or grey brown tiles, 
some white/pale render is also used. Trees, 
hedging and open green areas around 
and encroaching between residential 
properties make a significant contribution 
to the appearance of the village and help 
maintain its rural character. 

The village has a distinct character 
which is described in detail in the 
Drayton Parslow Conservation Docmuent 
produced byAVDC.  The boundary of the 
Conservation Area is shown in Appendix A 

The Lodge

Houses Opposite Public House The Mill

Holy Trinity Church
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There are few locations where large 
parts of the village can be seen in one 
view.  The trees, hedges and topography 
generally restrict views of buildings in 
the village to small groups.  The most 
significant views of the village are along 
Main Road approaching the village from 
the south-west from the junction with the 
Mursley-Stewkley road, from the north-
west approaching the village along the 
bridleway (Phillips Lane) from Mursley 
and from the east along Main Road from 
the crossroads. The gently undulating 
agricultural landscape and a scattering 
of small copses provide the setting for the 
village.  

Open Green Areas

Drayron Parslow Amenity Land

There are also several areas of important 
open space within the village that 
contribute to its character.  The most 
notable are the churchyard, the 
allotments, the open fields between 
Highway and The Lodge and the field 
that runs parallel to Main Road to the 
west of Love Row.  These green spaces 
provide attractive settings to buildings 
and again create the impression of the 
countryside encroaching into the village.

Church and Rectory
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Why This Plan?

Our Community Views

The Localism Act of 2011 empowered the Parish Council to produce a development 
plan for the parish, dealing with planning matters of concern to local residents, such as 
where new houses might be built, how many and what type.  Using this initiative Drayton 
Parslow Parish Council set the plan in motion with Aylesbury Vale District Council (AVDC) 
formally recognising Drayton Parslow as a ‘Neighbourhood Area’ on 18 July 2016. 
(Appendix B). 

An initial community consultation exercise (survey), in which parishioners were asked 
to make their views known, and to provide a starting point for the Drayton Parslow 
Neighbourhood Plan, was held in March 2017.  This defined the vision for the plan and 
led to the objectives for the Neighbourhood Plan being framed and further consulted 
on at the Christmas Exhibition 2017.  The policies in this document have been developed 
to deliver these objectives and were refined from comments made by local residents 
during the initial public consultation and developed further by input from residents at 
subsequent public consultations, namely: 

Planning Policy Context 

Consultation Evening Drayton Parslow VPA Show

Neighbourhood plan consultation

See Appendix C.

• VPA show 2017

• Young Person 
Questionnaire    
August 2017

• Christmas Exhibition 
2017

• VPA Show 2018 
Young Persons    
Poster Competition   
August 2018

• Christmas 
Exhibition 2018
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Housing 

AVDC’s emerging Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP) policy S3 categorises Drayton
Parslow as a smaller village in table 2 with no allocation of housing, placing the village at 
the bottom of the scale of sustainable locations for growth. VALP sets out that that ‘small 
scale’ development should come forward to help maintain the existing communities 
within this category as opposed to the ‘very limited development’ appropriate at the 
‘other settlements’ category.
The policy states that the amount of housing development in such smaller villages should 
come forward through neighbourhood plans or in absence of a made plan through the 
development management process considered against relevant policies in the VALP. 
It further states that new development in the countryside should be avoided.  

The 2011 census figures show that Drayton Parslow had a population of 614 in 241 
households.  The Parish Analysis 2018-19 showed that the number of households currently 
stands at 265 – an increase of 24.  
A housing survey of the whole Parish was carried out in May 2017.  A questionnaire 
was sent to every household in the Parish.  It was also available on the Parish Council’s 
website. 
The completion rate was 161 responses i.e. 67%.  The survey results show that 81% of 
houses are owner occupied with the balance being largely privately rented with only 
minimal social housing.  Only 2.5% of home owners are aged 19-25 and 7.5% 26-35.
A majority of respondents opposed further [significant] development but supported the 
principle of any additional development taking place within the existing development 
footprint of the village in line with the principles set out in the VALP.

New Houses Fox Lane



DRAYTON PARSLOW NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

12

Residents clearly expressed a desire for any new development to be for smaller starter homes in the Parish for 
young people to have the opportunity to purchase houses, as well as for the older residents to ‘down-size’.  
Residents had a clear preference for small homes over flats. There was a very limited desire for larger 4 and 5 
bedroom executive homes. 

“We need affordable housing to encourage younger people to settle in 
Drayton Parslow.  We have enough large houses, if not we will turn into 
a village of old people then the excellent school will suffer.  Affordable 

housing please”

“We need more affordable starter homes for young people to be able to 
stay in THEIR village with their families around them“

“Yes it’s high time they built houses for the young all the young people 
cannot afford exec type housing.  I have a daughter desperate to come 

home, sadly all the young people are having to leave the village as 
houses are unaffordable“

“Any new building work should be very carefully considered so as not 
to undermine the character of the village.  The village is already large 

enough so we would generally oppose any new housing”

“Starter homes/2-3 bedrooms to keep young families in village and more 
the benefit of having a good school“

“Provision of smaller homes for older couples to down size to, allowing 
family homes to become available.  Provision of alternatives to stop 

married childless couples buying family-sized homes”

“Preserve the village character when considering new development”

“Build a key cutter community (short for a WHOLE community) where 
people of all generations + incomes live…   We have the power to 

choose and we prefer non-elitist, healthy development with an emphasis 
on local priority”
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Parking 

Drayton Parslow has limited public 
transport.  Presently there are four limited 
bus services per day and they are all 
inside normal working hours and are 
therefore not useable by those employed 
outside the village; consequently 76% 
of responding residents commute 
using private vehicles.  There are very 
limited employment opportunities in the 
village and so any additional housing 
will necessarily increase the number of 
vehicles used for commuting to work.
The village survey showed that four times 
more residents commute by car than 
work from home, and only 4 walk to work 
and only 1 takes a bus to work.  20% of 
the cars owned by villagers are parked 
on the road.  There is congestion caused 
by on-street parking in the narrow roads 
of the village, particularly during school 
drop off and collection times and it is 
important that on-street parking is kept to 
an absolute minimum. 

“Traffic both volume passing through and the number of cars parked on 

roads needs to be considered access is restricted as it is”

“Reducing inappropriate through traffic, on-street parking is an increasing 

problem”

“Parking on roads is bad increasing 

this in one area will destroy areas 

of safe play for children, increasing 

traffic 4-fold in quiet areas”

Although there are limited suitable 
locations for new business within the 
village, any new business which did not 
provide sufficient on-site parking spaces 
would also create problems with vehicles 
parked on the highway. 

School Congestion

Cars at Church end
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Heritage 

Employment 

The local community’s responses on encouraging local business were limited with no 
responses at all from the businesses who were individually targeted, however there are 
33 businesses run from home premises.  The feedback from the village survey indicated 
that the introduction of superfast broadband would have limited effect on these figures.  
Local employment is based around rural and animal care activities which has helped 
the village retain its rural character. 
New employment development should be sensitively located and not cause additional 
traffic congestion on the narrow country roads.  
Only 4 people walk to work within the village while 155 commute to work outside the 
village.  Traffic issues are of particular concern on Main Road near the Church, around 
the school and at the crossroads at the bottom of the village.  

“More small business in the village to keep it alive”

“Small local businesses should be encouraged if it means 
people are able to earn a living in their local area”

A number of fine buildings have survived in the village, largely buildings that relate to 
the agricultural activity of the past or to worship.  Many of these buildings are ‘Listed’ as 
being of historic and/or architectural value.  In addition, much of the area around Main 
Road and Church End has been designated a Conservation Area. This includes the Old 
Post Office, the Baptist Chapel, The Old Rectory and farm buildings that indicate the 
agricultural origins of the village e.g. Manor Farm, Kingsland Farm, Chestnut Farm and 
The Lodge.

Baptist Chapel Old Post Office
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In 2004 two areas of Drayton Parslow 
were designated “Conservation Areas”, 
both with distinct characteristics 
worthy of protection and preservation. 
Important views into and out of the 
Conservation Area are designated 
in the Drayton Parslow Conservation 
Area map (Appendix A). Preserving the 
village identity and character is of major 
importance to the villagers as evidenced 
by free form comments in the initial 
consultation survey. 

Views both into and out of the Parish were 
deemed very important, not just in relation 
to the Conservation Area, but throughout 
the length of the Parish in order to retain 
its rural character.  A majority of 67% of 
respondents providing a preference in the 
survey said any new development should 
be within village curtilage, following the 
guidelines of the VALP.

“Drayton Parslow has a village identity which should be retained.’  

“Buildings should be in keeping with those around them”

“Retain village character and safeguard peace and quiet of village. 

Discourage more traffic”

“Although some building may be necessary Drayton Parslow is still a very peaceful and safe 

place to live’

“No building on greenfield sites.  Buildings should be in keeping with those around them”

“Countryside views should be protected”

“Any further development must take into account parking facilities.  It is a nightmare trying 

to drive through the village with cards parked either side of the road and also near bends”

“Please consider impact on parking, roads and infrastructure.  It’s dodgems around the main 

road and traffic calming would be required if new housing built”

View towards Brickhills
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The DPNP defines a settlement boundary for the Drayton Parslow village as shown on the 
Settlement Boundary Map (see Appendix D). 
Proposals for small-scale development, including through the use of brownfield land 
re-use within the settlement boundary, will be supported provided:

• that such developments meet the desire of villagers  - as outlined in the Housing 
Policy - for houses comprising a mix of terraced and semi-detached homes  that 
are predominantly of two and three bedrooms;

• their scale, density, height, massing, landscape design, layout and materials, 
including alterations to existing buildings, have understood and reflected 
the character and scale of the surrounding buildings and of distinctive local 
landscape features - in keeping with the character of the village, unless special 
circumstances can be demonstrated to show there will be no adverse impact 
on the character and appearance of the area;

• they retain any existing natural boundaries and landscape features and 
wherever feasible include the planting of trees and hedges and the provision of 
private grassed lawns to front and/or rear gardens;

• they do not have any significant adverse impact on environmental assets such 
as landscape, historic environment, biodiversity, waterways, open space or other 
green infrastructure;

• take full account of any relevant considerations concerning the historic 
environment and heritage assets in the area;

• will not have significant adverse impact on existing infrastructure and will 
contribute to necessary improvements where adverse impacts arise;

• will not harm the amenities of adjoining residential properties;

• in the case of applications from businesses to expand their premises within the 
neighbourhood area, these will be supported, provided that they: (i) do not 
adversely affect the character of the residential environment and do not create 
a severe impact through any increased traffic movements; (ii) do not generate 
unacceptable noise, fumes, smell or result in other unnecessary disturbance 
to neighbouring residential properties; (iii) do not unduly harm the amenity 
of neighbours, highway safety and the rural character of the Parish; and (iv) 
provide access and off-street parking in accordance with AVDC’s parking 
standards;

• in the case of a proposal to redevelop a business site that will significantly reduce 
harm to residential or visual amenity, these will be supported; 

• parking for all new housing development  - including conversions and extensions 
- and business developments, must comply with the VALP; 

• wherever practicable any new car parking spaces should use permeable 
surfaces to allow for rainwater absorption and to maintain a rural character to 
the street scene.

Policy DP1: Development Within the Village
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This policy allows us to meet the following objectives: 

• Conserve the character of the village for future generations by  carefully managing change and  
 protecting the surrounding countryside

• Influence the types and size of housing so that they meet the needs of the village 

• Encourage young people to settle in the village 

• Encourage provision for older members of the community the option to downsize.  

Policy DP2: Development Within and Adjacent to the  
 Conservation Area 

Within the Conservation Area new development will be supported provided that:

• it sustains or enhances the Conservation Area and maintains the integrity of the 
street scene;

• it takes account of the fact that the Conservation Area is characterised by rib-
bon development and therefore development to the rear of existing properties 
will not be appropriate; 

• buildings are generally no more than two storeys in height; 

• construction materials and finishes are sympathetic to the surrounding area and 
the character and heritage of the immediate environment; 

• it has full regard to the special interest, character, appearance and setting of 
Listed Buildings unless it can be demonstrated that any harm or loss is neces-
sary to achieve substantial public benefits that outweigh that harm or loss.  This 
includes non-designated heritage assets included in the Drayton Parslow Con-
servation Area Map (Appendix A).  Such regard will include height, front building 
line and orientation; 

• it does not harm important views in to and out of the Conservation Area as iden-
tified in the Conservation Area Appraisal.

This policy allows us to meet the following objectives: 

• Conserve the character of the village for future generations by  carefully managing change 
 and protecting the surrounding countryside

• Influence the types and size of housing so that they meet the needs of the village 
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Policy DP3: Reuse of Farm Buildings 
Applications for new uses for redundant traditional farm buildings will be supported, 
provided it can be demonstrated that they are no longer suitable for modern farming 
methods and do not involve significant rebuilding or extensions, respect the original 
architectural and/or historic character of the building and lead to an enhancement of 
the immediate setting. 
Applications will be supported, provided that:

• they do not adversely affect the character of  the residential environment and 
do not create a severe impact through any increased traffic movements;

• they do not generate unacceptable noise, fumes, smell and are otherwise 
compatible with neighbouring properties;

• the amenity of neighbours, highway safety and the rural character of the Parish 
are not unduly harmed;

• access and off-street parking are provided in accordance with AVDC’s parking 
standards.

This policy allows us to meet the following objectives:

• Conserve the character of the village for future generations by  carefully managing change 
 and protecting the surrounding countryside

• Influence the types and size of housing so that they meet the needs of the village 

Kingsland Barn

Farm House, Main Road
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Community Facilities 

The original settlement of Drayton Parslow was probably situated in the area around the 14th century Holy Trinity 
Church which is still well supported and plays an active role in the life of the village – as does the nearby Baptist 
Chapel.  Other community facilities within the Parish include:

• Drayton Parslow Village School

• Three Horseshoes Public House

• Greenacre Hall 

• Sports and Social Club

• recreation field with playground and car park

• multi-use games area (MUGA) 

• cricket pitch. 

There is also a visiting Post Office once 
a week and a ‘coffee shop’ run by 
volunteers in the Sports and Social Club 
once per week.  Data of use gathered 
over a prior period when a café operated 
from the club using a grant subsidy 
indicate that this is not commercially 
viable.

Education from Reception to Year 2 is 
provided by the village school.  

The village also contains a number of 
allotments which are in high demand.

Light industrial Buildings at Broadways Farm

Allotments
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Greenacre Hall, the Sports and Social 
Club and associated sports field with 
a multi-use games area and a young 
children’s playground are highly valued as 
evidenced by the survey scores, averaging 
4.9 on a 1-6 scale with the highest score 
being 5.2. 

The footpaths and bridleways that surround the village and 
connect it to neighbouring villages are a key community 
facility and contribute to the character of the village.  The 
village’s location, peace and quiet and countryside were 
the overwhelming factors given by survey respondents to 
their reasons for living in Drayton Parslow.  The footpaths and 
bridleways are used extensively and regularly by the residents to 
enjoy the countryside and the natural environment.  Over 85% of 
those responding to the village survey use them more than once 
per week and 75% using them daily, evidencing extensive use by 
a broad range of residents including young people and a value 
score of 5.6 on a 1-6 scale.

“Drayton Parslow has a village identity which should be retained, …..  
The village school and Greenacre hall are key facilities for village which need 

to be retained/supported.  The long term future of village recreation ground 
and play area needs to be secured for village”

Three Horse Shoes Public House

Cricket Pitch, SPorts and Social club and Greenacre Hall

Lower Recreation Ground
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Community facilities are very important in providing opportunities for social cohesion 
and the wellbeing of the residents of the village. Both The National Planning Policy 
Framework and the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan acknowledge the significant 
contribution community facilities make to the social and economic life of a community, 
particularly in a rural area. In Drayton Parslow the community facilities include the 
School, Holy Trinity Church, the Baptist Chapel, the Three Horseshoes Public House, 
Greenacre Hall, the allotments, the Sports and Social Club, the Recreation Ground 
and the playground (Little Rec).  In addition to these facilities there are a number of 
small businesses, and other uses, within the Neighbourhood Plan area which provide 
employment and/or recreational activities for village residents.

Policy DP4: Community Facilities 

Proposals that result in the reduction to or loss of an existing community building, 
community facility or employment use will be resisted, unless it can be demonstrated 
that its continued use is no longer viable. This will require evidence that the property 
has been actively marketed, commensurate with its use, at an open market value for a 
period of at least 12 months; 

Proposals to expand or alter existing community, retail or employment uses –will be 
supported where they meet all other relevant plan policies.

This policy allows us to meet the objective of:

•  Existing community facilities within the parish will be protected to help retain its sense of community

Rectory and Church fete

MUGA
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The gently undulating, agricultural landscape and a scattering of small copses provide the setting for the 
village.  In addition, the many trees, hedges and open green areas around the residential properties make 
a significant contribution to the appearance of the village and help maintain its rural character.

Policy DP5  Natural Environment 
Proposals will be supported which preserve or enhance the natural environment 
throughout the Parish:

• by ensuring the protection of local natural assets and the provision of additional 
habitat for wildlife and green spaces for the community; 

• any proposals for infill schemes should seek to realise any opportunities to con-
nect their landscape schemes with adjoining green infrastructure assets and  se-
cure satisfactory arrangements for the long term management of open spaces;

• new developments will be required to propose biodiversity mitigation strategies 
with the aim of delivering a net biodiversity gain of at least 10%, as calculated 
using the Defra biodiversity offsetting metric;

• proposals for new development will be required to be accompanied  by a 
survey of  trees and hedgerows and will be expected  to retain those trees and 
hedgerows that make an important contribution to the character and amenities 
of the area;

• proposals to extinguish or to divert significantly an existing footpath as a result of 
development schemes will be resisted; 

Natural Environment 

Bluebells Fields behind Church
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• development proposals that enable the provision of new footpaths, bridleways 
and cycleways in and around the village will be supported, provided that they 
accord with other policies of this Neighbourhood Plan and have regard to the 
principles of the district-wide green infrastructure strategy; 

• all proposals for development in the Plan area must ensure that any potential 
impacts upon rare and threatened species are fully assessed, and that, where 
necessary, mitigation measures are incorporated to safeguard and protect 
those species; 

• proposals for the development of land that contributes to the appreciation and 
enjoyment of the Conservation Area including land in its setting, will only be 
supported if they do not obstruct important views to the Conservation Area from 
beyond the village, and important views of the surrounding countryside from 
within the village of Drayton Parslow that contribute to the special interest of 
the area the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve and 
enhance. 

See Appendix A– Conservation Area map.

This policy allows us to meet the objective of:

• Conserve the character of the village for future generations by  carefully managing change 
 and protecting the surrounding countryside

Green Space

Allotments
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Development proposals on land outside the defined Settlement Boundary will not be 
supported unless it is a rural exception housing site, necessary for the purposes of 
agriculture or forestry, or for enterprise, diversification, recreation or tourism that benefits 
the rural economy without harming countryside interests. 

Such proposals will be assessed in terms of: 

• their potential impact upon the visual setting and landscape features of the site 
and its surroundings;

• the potentia impact upon the biodiversity of the area;

• the potential impacts of traffic, noise and illumination, and;

• other relevant planning considerations including the policies in this Plan.

Proposals which fail to demonstrate that these impacts can be satisfactorily addressed 
and mitigated will not be supported.

New isolated homes in the countryside will not be supported unless there are special 
circumstances such as the need for a rural worker’s dwelling.

Policy DP6 Development Outside the Village

This policy allows us to meet the objective of:

• Conserve the character of the village for future generations by  carefully managing change 
 and protecting the surrounding countryside

“Preserve the rural 
surroundings as far as 

possible.  Preserve the village 
character when considering 

new development”

 

Church from Murslely bridleway
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Appendix A:
Conservation Area Map of Drayton Parslow
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Appendix B: Neighbourhood Area Map



DRAYTON PARSLOW NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

27

1. December 2018 - Insert Village News

On Monday 10 December 2018 the Neighbourhood Planning Group held the final information 
evening of 2018. Approximately 80+ villagers met in the Sports and Social Club and enjoyed 
mince pies and mulled wine whilst members of the Planning Group shared their updates - 
together with an overview of its next steps for the New Year and beyond. The group confirmed 
that its key priority in January was to complete their response to the feedback from AVDC on 
their first draft. Members of the village also had the opportunity to respond and to ask questions 
- and views expressed from the floor confirmed the desire for more starter homes and / or homes 
to support ‘down-sizing’ and that further building of larger detached houses would not meet the 
needs of the village or of potential home owners in the future.  There was also a clear desire for 
the Planning Group to continue to work with maintained pace and vigour to ensure it was able to 
meet the targets outlined in their time line - also on display during the evening. 
The meeting also offered an opportunity for those attending to have an update on the proposed 
Oxford to Cambridge Expressway - although it has to be said that information at this stage could 
be described as scant! Finally a public thank you was made to the Panning Group by xxxx on 
behalf of the village  -which was highly appreciated by the group.

2. December 2018 - Poster re Public Meeting

DRAYTON PARSLOW NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING GROUP 
OUR DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN HAS BEEN REVIEWED BY AVDC – COME AND FIND OUT MORE 
AND TELL US WHAT YOU THINK 
• MONDAY 10 DECEMBER 2018 AT 7.30PM
• SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
• THERE WILL ALSO BE AN OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR MORE ABOUT THE PROPOSED OXFORD to 

CAMBRIDGE EXPRESSWAY
• FREE MINCE PIES AND MULLED WINE
• FREE RAFFLE
• BAR OPEN 

3. October 2018 - Insert to Village Newsletter

Drayton Parslow Neighbourhood Planning Group
Since our last up-date we have submitted our draft plan to the Parish Council -  responding 
to their initial feedback and comments. The preliminary draft plan was then approved at an 
Extraordinary PC meeting on 13 August and so was subsequently submitted to AVDC for informal 
review. Feedback from AVDC was prompt and highly detailed and we were re-assured that this 
was ‘quite normal for plans at this stage.’  We were also informed that we had made a ‘good 
clear start and had a solid foundation of a plan with a clear sense of direction’ and that we were 
actually ‘better off than a lot of groups when it comes to the first review!’
So, taking heart from that and being re-assured that we are making progress and moving in the 
right direction there is a significant amount of work for us to do over the autumn - when we will be 
addressing all the points in the feedback and at the same time pulling together the reports, data, 
evidence and documentation that is required to support the plan.
 

4. April 2018 - Insert to Village News re children’s Poster Competition

From:   
Sent: 24 April 2018 11:50
To: ‘dpvillagenews@outlook.com’
Subject: Drayton Parslow Neighbourhood Plan - Poster Competition 
Please find attached a copy of the DPNP poster competition advert, which would like to be 
included in the following issues of the Village News -  June/July and Aug/Sept. 
If you could confirm that it will be included in both issues it would be much appreciated as I need 

Appendix C: Community Engagement Record 
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to report back to the committee at our next meeting.
Thank you in advance and if you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Regards
XXXX – on behalf of the DP NP Committee

5. February 2018 – posters re children’s art competition

Drayton Parslow Neighbourhood Plan - Poster Competition
This competition will be included in the VPA Show and judged by the VPA judges on the 11th 
August.
Open to age categories:  under 6 years - 7-11 and 12-15
Show us how you would like to see Drayton Parslow in the future
Use any medium for example paint, ink, pencil, collage or computer drawn -  or mixed media - 
and up to A3 in size.
You may wish to draw different building types, playground areas, shops, swimming pools or even 
a petting zoo!  You may not want the village to change, so you could draw our beautiful fields, 
playground area or one of our landmark buildings - the school, church, chapel or war memorial. 
Please submit your entries at the VPA show on 11th August by **:**AM.
The judging will be held in the morning of the show and your poster may be included in the final 
village plan ….and if so, you will receive an additional prize.
Good luck and we look forward to seeing your creative and imaginative artwork!

6. January 2018 – insert for Village News

Drayton Parslow Neighbourhood Planning Group
It was a cold and wet December Evening when we held our information / social event in the 
Sports and Social Club. Nevertheless we had a better turn out from the village than we expected. 
The free mulled wine, mince pies and free raffle may have been the draw  - but we like to think 
that those who supported were there out of genuine interest in the latest news and developments 
pertaining to the neighbourhood plan – so a huge thank you to all who came along.

It was an opportuntiy for those who came to see the detailed feedback from the village 
questionnaire and to ask questionnaires of the members of the planning group – as well as 
give us further and more detailed feedback on some of the key issues identified in the original 
qustionnaire.

We asked more questions about:
• housing – what type of housing and where would it be? 
• a village shop – where woud it be and what would it sell?
• a village café – where would it be and when would it open?
• a business centre – what do we mean, what woud it offer and where would it be?

We had 22 detailed responses from people on the evening and they told us:

Housing:
• yes to more starter homes and a say in where they are built and how they will be   

allocated
• not be built all in one location but be within the village
• how many can the village can support? Roads, school, shop broadband, social and   

sporting facilities are all impacted on by new build

Village shop:
• is still a high priority but many doubt its viability 
• the pub is seen as the best means of delivering a shop type of service that could be   

sustainable and this option should be explored 
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• needs to cover essentials and not necessarily cover everything 

Village café: 
• is popular theory but again the sustainability was an key issue  

Business centre:
• questions were raised about need and sustainability – many citing broadband and wider 

infrastructure issues i.e. roads traffic management are real concerns.
 
There were a number of wider to questions raised by respondents e.g. what would  the village like 
from its pub? How many social areas can we realistically make space for – and where?

Of course, the above represents the views of those who attended the evening – but many of 
these opinions do reflect the findings of the initial survey. This information not only helps us further 
meet the requirements of the planning process but it gives us valuable additional information that 
will inform our next steps. We will keep you informed of any forthcoming events and opportunities 
for you to engage with us in this important work that endeavours to protect what we value about 
our wonderful village. We look forward to your continued support and urge you to continue to 
feedback your thoughts when opportunities are offered.

7. December 2017 Information Evening Invite

DRAYTON PARSLOW NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING GROUP 
INVITE YOU TO
FREE MINCE PIES AND MULLED WINE
MONDAY 4 DECEMBER 2017 AT 7.30PM
SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
You told us what you want in the village - more small houses, a business centre and a village shop 
and café. Now we need to know more - so come and tell us exactly what you want and how we 
might achieve it!
FREE RAFFLE
BAR OPEN

8. Insert for Village News November 2017 – examples below. Insert with updates in every village 
news publication 2016 - until December 2019

The DP Neighbourhood Planning Group
Latest news form the Neighbourhood Planning Group – June 2019
Dear XXX, XXXX and XXXX
Please find below our insert for the next issue of the DP Village News.
Many thanks
On behalf of the DP Neighbourhood Planning Group

Up date on Drayton Parslow Neighbourhood Plan. June 2019
Since the last newsletter your Drayton Parslow Neighbourhood planning group have received 
further feedback on the draft policy from the AVDC NP team. We have responded to that 
feedback and made appropriate amendments, which will be re-submitted to AVDC after 
agreement by the Parish Council.  
 
As part of the forthcoming consultation process we will be holding a village surgery where you will 
have an opportunity to be up-dated and to respond to the draft plan. We will also be at the VPA 
Show in August. More details to follow.
 
The process is lengthy but very specific - please be assured that we are responding promptly to all 
feedback - and we are still on target to meet our original deadline!
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Newsletter Autumn 2018.
The Neighbourhood Planning Group have continued to meet on a monthly basis. 

Since our last update we have analysed the data from the questionnaires and this revealed two 
gaps in our data collection. Consequently we approached the 12-35 year old group in the village 
and at the VPA show collected 19 additional submissions - making a very reasonable
representation of views from this group. We also approached the 13 businesses operating in the 
village but at the time of going to press we have not received any responses. If you are a business 
based in Drayton Parslow we would really appreciate hearing from you - so please do let us know 
what you think.

The further more detailed analysis of the entirety of data available has identified four key areas 
that matter to you and these will become the focus of our next phase of work. These are:

• a small business centre
• a village shop
• a cafe
• the type of housing required in the future

With these four themes in mind we are hosting a social event on 4 December at 7.00pm in the 
sports and social club. There will be free mince pies  and mulled wine and the bar will be open. 
This meeting will offer you an opportunity  to help us shape in greater detail our proposals for 
housing, a shop/ cafe and a business centre that will form the central thrust of our submission.

We need to know from you what kind of shop  / cafe you want? How often would it be open? 
Where would it be? What kind of housing do we need? Where could these houses be built? 
Would you use a business centre? What resources would this centre need to have?

You will have lots of questions, possibly concerns but also lots of really good ideas that can be 
included in the plan.

Please do come along and let us know what you want. This is your village and we need your help 
in shaping its future. 

9. October 2017 - Plea for help from villagers - 24 Oct 2017

Dear  
Re: door drop for DP Neighbourhood Planning group Information Evening planned for 4 
December
You very kindly helped us back in the spring by doing door drops for the NBP Group questionnaire. 
We wonder if you would be willing and able to help us again with a further door drop?
We are planning a social/ information evening on 4 December and would like to put fliers through 
doors sometime around/between 24-26 November. If you could help us again it would be greatly 
appreciated - probably a similar ‘round’ of houses as last time depending on the volunteers 
available.  Members of the NBP Group will also be helping.
Perhaps you could let me know?
Many thanks
XXXX (DP NPG)

10. September 2017 Insert for Village Newsletter

----Original message----
From :  
Date : 02/09/2017 - 11:00 (GMTST)
To :  
Subject : Re: Newsletter contribution for Oct/Nov
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Many of you will have seen - and hopefully visited -  the Neighbourhood Planning table in the 
main tent at the VPA Show. If you did you will have seen the display boards summarising the 
outcomes and results of the questionnaire competed by 68% of the village population during 
the spring. One of our boards really made a powerful visual impact as it displayed the land 
surrounding Drayton Parslow that is potentially vulnerable to building applications. This board 
created a lot of interest! We hoped it would as the area is extensive and clearly illustrates what we 
are fighting to protect. 
The display offered a second opportunity for villagers to complete the questionnaire and further 
engage with the issues - indeed the display also ensured that we are fulfilling the obligations set 
out as part of the process. It was also a great opportunity for us to target the younger members of 
our community - so many thanks to the many of you who completed the questionnaire! These are 
currently being analysed but will give us a much clearer idea of what issues matter most to you.  
And the draw for the £25.00 voucher will be made at the next PC Meeting on 19 September.
Many thanks to all those village members who supported us on the day. 
Meanwhile we have recently been successful in our grant application that will give us a small 
amount of funding to support our next steps.  
Our next meeting of the Planning Group is Monday 11 September at 7.30pm in the Social Club. 
Please feel free to come along and either join us or let us know if you can help in any capacity 
either now or in the future. 

11. March 2017 – Village News Insert

You will have now received - and hopefully completed - your questionnaire for the 
Neighbourhood Planning Group. Indeed, these should also have been collected and the results 
will be analysed with the intention of sharing the outcomes with you all in June, when you will 
have a further opportunity to share your views with the NP Group. More to come on that in the 
next Village News but also look out for posters around the village that will notify you of up and 
coming meetings and events.
Meanwhile, we have been exploring potential consultants who could advise and support us in our 
work moving forward. These are all people with experience of neighbourhood planning and we 
will keep you informed about who we will be working with.
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with the distribution and collection of the 
questionnaires - and if you are interested in joining the planning group then please let us know. 
We are a small but perfectly formed and very friendly group and we would be delighted to 
welcome new members.
Finally, please note that if your questionnaire is still awaiting collection then please leave it out in 
the plastic bag provided and leave a message with XXXX on : XXXX  and she will call around and 
collect it. 

12. February 2017 – engagement with village volunteers

On 10 Feb 2017, at 13:06, XXXX on behalf of DP NP Group wrote:
Dear All
In readiness for the distribution of the questionnaire and the ‘Our Village’ docs we need to 
pre-warn our volunteers. Names have come through the group so I am hoping that between us 
we have the contact details - please add what you can below -  together with the names of any 
other friends/family who have also offered:
 XXXX
Meanwhile, XXXX are locating info from other groups about the division of the village for the 
purpose of distribution.
The ‘Our Village’ doc is on track to be completed by 13th - XXXX will be sending out sometime 
next week.
Many thanks.
XXXX
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13 January 2017 Draft for Village News  

Since our last up date in November the DP Neighbourhood Planning Group have made a start! 
We all 1attended the Soulbury PC meeting in November where xxxxxxxx, Chair of the Stewkley 
Steering Group generously shared the groups learning - from  their starting point in 2015 to the 
present day. The team of 35 worked in groups who focused on each of the following issues:
Roads / infra structure
Youth
Sports and recreation
Elderly and disdained
Nursery and Primary Education (lack of facilities)
Conservation and Heritage
Planning / landscaping
Housing and environment
Business ( linked to issues for those who work at home)
This confirmed for us that every single person in our village has an invested interest in the issues 
and therefore needs to have a voice in shaping our own village plan.
So what next?
We are currently designing our questionnaire that we need you to respond to. It will ask for your 
opinion about the issues above and we need everyone to respond. We have to prove that we 
have done everything we can to engage with you and give you the opportunity to share your 
views. Stewkley succeeded in an 80% response - we know DP residents will be equally responsive.
Before the questionnaire pops through your door we will be sending every house a leaflet 
reminding you about what we are fighting for and what is unique and special about our village. 
Look out for this in February alongside the usual Village News.
We have recruited additional members to the team which is great news as our visit to hear about 
Stewkely work confirmed that we definitely need a bigger team.
Thank you to: XXXX  and to those who have volunteered their occasional help with specific 
aspects such as collecting and evaluating the questionnaires, door drops etc. We will be in touch 
- and it’s still  not to late to join us! 
If you are interested please contact: draytonparslowparishcouncil.org.uk

14. November 2016 Insert for Village Newsletter

Your Drayton Parslow Neighbourhood planning group needs you...!!
As you know we have committed as a village to submit a Neighbourhood Plan in order to have a 
say in the future of not only how our village grows and develops over the next 5-20 years - but how 
it is conserved too.
To deliver the plan, the village as a community must form a Neighbourhood Planning Group 
to work together to develop and see the plan through to full approval.  Once approved, (the 
technical term is “made”) it will have a key role to play in any planning decisions made for 
development in and around our village (technical term again, “material weight”).
The NBH Planning Group will ensure that everyone in the village has an opportunity to contribute 
to the plan - that will become part of the statutory development plan for our area. This means that 
the Local Authority and planning inspectors will have to make future decisions on the basis of our 
neighbourhood plan - decisions about what will be built or what will change or develop in relation 
to our existing accommodation and amenities.
We need more help from you the villagers in developing our plan and making it a reality. The 
existing group of six people is simply not enough - many hands make light work! Can you help? 
It may be that you can’t fully commit - but that you could help out with specific areas of the plan 
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- such as creating the questionnaire. Or perhaps with specific and time-bound tasks such as doing
door drops or evaluating the questionnaire results. Or you may have a specific expertise that
would be useful e.g. an understanding of planning law, regulations or budgetary/ financial skills.
If you think you can give some time to help our village to grow and develop in the best way for all
of us then please let us know how and when you can help.
Please Contact:
XXXX

15. September 2016 - Plea for Volunteers via Parish Council

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Your Village Needs You!
With nearby villages already preparing their own Neighbourhood Plans, the threatened 
encroachment of Milton Keynes and some distinctly questionable development proposals already 
being floated for Drayton Parslow, the need to urgently develop our own Neighbourhood Plan is 
clearly evident.

More volunteers are urgently sought to join Drayton’s Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, 
especially those with knowledge of planning, law, infrastructure etc.  The work between now and 
March 2017 will be facilitated by a professional consultant.  It should include attending 
sub-committees focussed upon various aspects of village development, canvassing local opinions 
and finally contributing to a plan which if approved, should provide the framework for controlled, 
sensitive development during a period of huge pressure for more housing in Aylesbury Vale and 
the UK.

The inaugural meeting of the Steering Group is at the Sports and Social Club on Thursday 22 Sept 
at 7.30pm.

If you care about your village and local environment then please do get in touch as soon as 
possible via the parish council -  draytonparslowpc@btinternet.com  

16. June 2016 – Thank you to volunteers

From: Drayton Parslow Parish Clerk   
Sent: 06 June 2016 22:19
Subject: Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Hello,
Thank you all for the interest you have shown in developing Drayton Parslow’s Neighbourhood 
Plan. The Neighbourhood Area Consultation went live today – this is the first step in the process 
– and details can be seen at http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-summary-and-
live-consultations
We do have 3 other volunteers –  XXXX – I am awaiting their contact details.
Stewkley is also undertaking a Neighbourhood Plan and the Chairman of their Steering Group,
xxxx xxxx is going to attend the next Parish Council meeting on Monday 27th June 7:30 pm in the
Carington Room at Greenacre Hall, to give a short presentation to explain their process and to
open communication with us as a neighbouring village. If possible, would you like to also attend –
you may find it informative regarding procedures and other matters?
I look forward to hearing from you,
Regards,
Clerk to Drayton Parslow Parish Council
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Appendix D: Settlement Boundary Map
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